Local Development Update

We have received a number of enquiries from residents who have seen surveyors in
fields in Woodford and we understand residents’ concerns.

We have no more information than is in the public domain. Our primary role now is
as a consultee on planning applications in the Woodford Neighbourhood Area, but
we follow planning issues closely, including Government planning guidelines, the
Stockport Local Plan and local development proposals. Here is some information that
may be helpful.

The new Government, which was elected in July 2024, has revised the national
planning policy guidelines and the method of calculating housing needs which
Councils are obliged to use in decisions on planning applications and the preparation
of a new Local Development Plan.

Green Belt boundaries can only be changed when a local authority prepares a new
Local Development Plan. Stockport Council is currently in the process of preparing a
new Local Development Plan. As a result of the changes in regulations, the Council is
in the process of adjusting the local plan to meet these new requirements, which
have markedly increased the number of houses that they have to plan for in the
borough. They put out a call for sites for development or protection last year.

This has resulted in many landowners and agents submitting their potential sites for
consideration for development in the new local plan and surveyors have been seen
in many of the fields in Woodford. The Council will consider all the sites submitted
and will assess them against their criteria for suitability and sustainability.
Submission of a site is not a guarantee that it will be accepted.

A Development Plan Working Party group is meeting regularly to develop the new
Stockport plan. Here is a link to a meeting on 19 March 2025, which includes a report
on the results of the call for sites and the proposed next steps:
www.democracy.stockport.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?Cld=283&MId=30121&Ver
=4

Many steps follow publication of the draft, including public consultation,
amendments, examination in public, further amendments and finally adoption. Until
the point of adoption, Green Belt boundaries remain unchanged.

Here is the proposed timetable:

¢ Consultation


http://www.democracy.stockport.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=283&MId=30121&Ver=4
http://www.democracy.stockport.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=283&MId=30121&Ver=4

e Publication June — July 2026

e Submission: November 2026

e Examination in public: Spring 2027
e Adoption: Winter 2027/2028

You can find more details here: Stockport Local Development Plan

The changes in the way housing needs have to be calculated has also resulted in an
increase in the amount of land that the Council needs to be able to show it has
available for housing when making decisions on planning applications. Proposals for
development on sites in Green Belt are more likely to be granted permission if the
Council cannot demonstrate that it has sufficient other land available. Developers are
taking advantage of this situation and submitting proposals for development on
Green Belt sites, such as the Woodford Garden Village extension application, the
Jones Homes consultation on proposals for development of land in Bramhall behind
Hall Moss Lane and sites elsewhere in the borough.

These factors are likely to result in observations of surveying in fields in and around
Woodford.

We provided an update on developments in and around Woodford after our AGM
meeting in October last year. The slide presentation is under Latest News on our
website www.woodfordnf.co.uk. We also have a table of planning applications in the
neighbourhood area where we have submitted a response to Stockport Council

www.woodfordnf.co.uk/planning-application-responses.



https://www.stockport.gov.uk/stockport-local-development-scheme?conesso_link_tag=d1c1fe96d&utm_campaign=Stockport+Local+Development+Scheme+(LDS)+2025&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Conesso
http://woodfordnf.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/AGM-2024-presentation-opt.pdf
http://www.woodfordnf.co.uk/
http://www.woodfordnf.co.uk/planning-application-responses

