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Woodford Habitat Survey 

Central Woodford, Area 3  
(Surveyed in November 2015 and September 2016) 

Area 3 is in the centre of the Neighbourhood Area bounded by Jenny Lane, Moor Lane, Chester Road and 

Woodford Road. Footpaths 11HGB, known to locals as the Cinder Track and 10HGB cross the area.  

The main Chester Road through this area could be regarded as the commercial centre of Woodford. Budgens 

general store, Green Thumb landscape gardeners, Flora Cottage boarding kennels and NottCutts Garden 

Centre are to be found on the north side of Chester Road, while there is a row of shops on the southern side, 

including Etre Belle beauty salon, Creations hairdressers and Bathrooms by Design. 

The new Redrow development on the Aerodrome development branches off from Chester Road via a new 

roundabout opposite the garden centre. 

   

Footpath 10HGB is a narrow enclosed path which passes behind the garden centre, follows the line of a ditch 

for a while and emerges via a very narrow path between houses onto Moor Lane. The Cinder Track, footpath 

11GHB, crosses a tiny stream as it passes between fields from Moor Lane to Woodford Road. 

No parts of this area are more than one field distant from a public right of way. Where trees, hedges and 

ponds could not be assessed at close quarters they were viewed using binoculars and a zoom lens on a 

camera.  
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Land use  
 

Map showing land use in Area 3 

 

 

Agricultural fields adjacent to Jenny Lane and the Cinder Track are improved grassland used for grazing and 

hay production. There is a field to the north east of NottCutts Garden Centre which was being used as a 

small holding with goats and hens at the time of survey. At the time of survey, there were three areas of 

rough grassland, which had not been recently mown or grazed. These included a small field to the west of 

Woodford Road (3F12), a field to the north of the footpath behind the garden centre (3F6 and 3F7 – no 

longer divided) and a small patch of ground belonging to the garden centre to the south of the car park 

(3F8). 3F8 has been left to nature and a variety of herbaceous species were found, including willow herb, 

ragwort, bugle, plantain, birds foot trefoil and thyme. It is surrounded by a mixture of native deciduous trees 

and non-native deciduous and coniferous species. 

Key 

 

 
View over hay meadow in 3F3 from 

Moor Lane 
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   Hedgerows 
 

Map of hedgerows and woodland in Area 3                                                                                                                                         

   
There are several native hedgerows in area 3, including 3H9, 3H10, 3H11, 3H13, 3H14, 3H17, 3H19, 3H20, 

3H22, 3H27. Of these the following are species-rich, containing four or more species per 30 m, 3H9, 3H10, 

3H13, 3H14, 3H19 and 3H27. Many of these species rich hedges also contained mature trees. Species found 

included alder, ash, beech, birch, blackthorn, briar, elder, willow, hawthorn, hazel, holly, horse chestnut, ivy, 

maple, oak, rowan, sycamore, cherry. The most common species were hawthorn, oak, blackthorn and elder. 

The Cinder Track (footpath 11HGB) is notable for species-rich hedges on either side. 

 

Woodland 
Area 3 contains a few small fragments of mixed woodland containing native deciduous trees and conifers. 

3W1 appears to be land belonging to one of the houses on the southern side of Jenny Lane. 3W3 comprises 

tall mature trees in the grounds of Southfield House. 3W4 comprises mature trees which appear to be in a 

 
Key 

 

 

Cinder Track at Moor Lane junction 
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large garden belonging to a house on Moor Lane. 3W5 is adjacent to the garden centre and mostly 

coniferous. 

Footpath 10HGB, which passes from Chester Road behind the garden centre to Moor Lane, is bordered in 

places by tall native trees and passes by a narrow strip of native woodland bordering a ditch. 

Satellite images showing 3W1, 3W2, 3W3, 3W4 and 3W5   
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  The Cinder Track:    from Moor Lane                                from Woodford Road 

   
 

3W1 viewed from Moor Lane 
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Ponds and ditches 
 

Map of ponds, ditches and streams in Area 3    

                                            

      
 

There are three ponds in the area. 3P1 is in field 3F11 and bordered by flag irises and trees including 

alder,oak, birch and holly. 3P2 is within domestic curtilage and 3P3 is a double pond within land owned by 

the garden centre. 

A tiny stream (3S1) crosses the field from Jenny Lane and passes under the Cinder Track (footpath 11HGB). A 

ditch (3D1 and 3D2) follows footpath 10HGB behind the garden centre, running through a narrow strip of 

woodland and past a pond in field F11.  

These water courses will provide habitats and corridors for wildlife. 

Grass verges and field boundaries 
The Cinder Track (footpath 11HGB) is bounded by ditches and wide verges with a range of herbaceous 

species,  which should be surveyed in the spring and summer.    Moor Lane is bordered by a grass verge 

between the Cinder Track and Jenny Lane. 

Key
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Stand-alone trees 
Mature trees are mostly associated with hedgerows and patches of woodland. As can be seen from the 

satellite image, few are stand alone specimens.There is a line of indivual trees where footpath 10HGB passes 

by the garden centre car park (ST 2-9), a line of native trees in 3F6, where it was at one time separated from 

3F7 (St 10-14) 

There are mature oak trees in the pavement of Moor Lane which add to the rural character and provide 

habitats. 

 

Oak trees in grass verge on Moor Lane 

 
    

Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) 
The map below is taken from the Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council website and shows TPOs in Area 

3. There is a cluster on the northern side of Jenny Lane and one on Woodford Road (opposite a tree with a 

TPO in Area 2).  

  

Invasive or undesirable species 
A resident has reported Himalayan Balsam beside the stream near to the Cinder Track (footpath 11HGB). 
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History and character 
To be completed later. 

OS map data from 1871                                                       OS map from 1907                         

   

 


