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Woodford Landscape and Environment Study 

North West Woodford, Area 6 (surveyed September 2015) 
Area 6 is in the north west of the Neighbourhood Area, lying between Hall Moss Lane, the road to Total 

Fitness and part of Church Lane, as shown in OS and satellite images below, bounded by the turquoise line. 

Blossoms Lane and two footpaths, 28CG and 11CG, cross the area. 

  

Land use 
Area 6 is largely agricultural land belonging to local farms and landowners, including Threeways Farm and 

Barr Green Farm. There is also agricultural land behind Andertons’ nursery and land belonging to the 

properties on Blossoms Lane and Moorfield Livery Stables.  It is all improved grassland, either used for 

grazing for horses, sheep or cattle and/or for hay, haylage or silage crops in the summer, apart from one 

small unmown, un-grazed area in 6F5 and a small area of mixed woodland (6W1). The area is prone to 

flooding in wet weather. 

Hay bales in 6F13                                                                                     Hay making in 6F1 

                   



2 
Produced on behalf of Woodford Neighbourhood Forum     Maps adapted from Ordnance Survey    Satellite images adapted from 
Google Earth     Photographs copyright: Evelyn Frearson, David Buszard, Jude Craig, Jane Sandover, Robin Berriman, Barbara Hill 

Map showing land use in Area 6 

 

                                                       

6F16, used for horse grazing                                                         Sheep grazing in 6F1                                             

          

Footpath 28CG  
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While the farmland between Blossoms Lane and the road to Total Fitness is enclosed by tall hedges, the land 

between Blossoms Lane and Church Lane is very open, allowing wonderful views across Area 6 and Area 7 to 

the Pennines, including views of Kinder Scout, Lyme Park and the White Nancy in Bollington. Church Lane 

and Blossoms Lane attract many recreational users on summer evenings and at weekends. 

Views across Area 6 and 7 to White Nancy                                   and to Kinder Scout

             
 

 

Hedgerows 
There are numerous native hedges in the area. Some around the lanes are trimmed short but others, 

especially field boundaries, are left to grow tall (over 4 metres). A common feature of the hedgerows and 

field boundaries is the presence of large trees with abundant oaks and occasional ash, poplar and sycamore. 

Numerous species rich hedgerows (4 or more species in a 30 m stretch) have been identified, notably those 

bordering Church Lane and Blossoms Lane and those bordering 6F13 and footpath 28CG. The species rich 

hedges are 6H1, 6H2, 6H3, 6H4, 6H6, 6H8, 6H12, 6H15, 6H25, 6H26, and 6H27, as shown on the map. 6H1a, 

6H2a and 6H3a are particularly rich with 8 -12 species per 30 m. Many others have 6 – 8 species per 30 m. 

Species found in the hedgerows in Area 6 include ash, birch, blackthorn, briar, chestnut, crab apple, elder, 

willow, hawthorn, hazel, holly, ivy, maple, oak, rowan, sycamore, yew, and spindle. Hawthorn, blackthorn, 

elder, hazel and oak are the most abundant species. 

 

Example of species rich hedgerow 

Elder, sycamore, holly, hazel, oak in 30 metre stretch of H3 
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Map of hedgerows in Area 6 

  

                                                                                                                                         Kestrel in 6H4a 
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Examples of hedgerows and field boundaries with large trees  

6H15 behind Andertons Nursery                                        6H1a and 6H2a with mature oaks along Church Lane 

   
 

Oak trees in 6H1b and 6H2a                                                 6H27 behind Andertons Nursery                                                 

       
 

 

Woodland 
6W1 viewed across 6F4 

 

Area 6 includes a single patch (approx. 3 acres) 

of mixed deciduous woodland 6W1 including 

willow, oak, ash, hawthorn and birch. This is on 

land behind the houses on Blossoms Lane and 

was viewed from across a field. 
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Ponds and ditches 
Area 6 has 12 ponds. Some are seasonal floods, including 6P2, 6P8 and 6P9. Those surveyed were eutrophic 

(contained algae) with a mud substrate. 6P1 is in a field of short grass grazed by horses with a few stunted 

willows. Dragonflies are found here in the summer. A heron is a frequent sighting here and a kingfisher has 

been seen. Other bird sightings reported at this pond and in the near vicinity are shown in the table below. 

Barn Owl Jackdaw Rook 

Blackbird Jay Siskin 

Black-headed Gull Kestrel Snipe 

Blue Tit Kingfisher Song Thrush 

Buzzard Lapwing Sparrow hawk 

Canada Goose Lesser Black-backed Gull Starling 

Common Gull Little Owl Stock Dove 

Crow Magpie Swallow 

Fieldfare Mallard Swift 

Goldfinch Mistle Thrush Tawny Owl 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Moorhen Teal 

Great Tit Pheasant Tree Creeper 

Green Woodpecker Pied Wagtail Wood Pigeon 

Grey Heron Raven Wren 

Herring Gull Redwing  

House Sparrow Robin  
 

Other ponds in Area 6 are variously surrounded by rough grass, willows and bull rushes. 6P3 may be of 

interest as it is in a small area of unmown, un-grazed grassland which the owners have allowed to naturalise. 

It contains many bulrushes. 6P2 is now owned by the same people and the field has not been grazed 

recently. The pond is surrounded by rough grass and sedges. 6P6 and 6P7 were not surveyed. 6P8 has been 

filled in and now only contains water in very wet weather. 6P9 was dry at the time of survey. 

  6P1 (heron and kingfisher sightings)                                              6P3 with grasses, sedges and bulrushes                                       
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Map of ponds and ditches in Area 6                                               

  

      

                                                         
                Key                                                                            Ditch and  Verge with cow parsely, Blossoms Lane 
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    6P4 in 6F6                                                                                               6P2 seasonal pond with 6W1 behind 

                      

Seasonal pond 6P9 in F17, trees in 6H29                                             Seasonal flood in 6D2 and 6P8 

                         

 

Grass verges and field boundaries 
Grass verges on Church Lane are mown short in places by the landowner, but inaccessible parts and all the 

verges along Blossoms Lane are allowed to grow tall over the summer with a variety of grass species and 

yellow flag irises present. Nettles, goose-grass, willow herb, brambles and convolvulus also grow prolifically 

here. There are two areas of grass verge at the junction of Blossoms Lane and Moor Lane, mown by the 

council. 

Deep ditches run parallel to parts of Church Lane and Blossoms Lane. These are water filled in winter but dry 

in summer. The steep banks between the ditches and the base of the hedges here have wild-flowers in 

summer, including bluebells, stitchwort, meadow sweet, mallow and foxgloves.    

  Ditch 6D1 and verge with bluebells along 6H1                          Yellow iris and foxgloves in ditch 6D3 along Blossoms Lane 
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Map of grass verges in Area 6 

 
 

                 
 

Stand-alone trees 
Most of the large trees are to be found in hedgerows and field boundaries. Their locations can be seen easily 

on satellite image below. Oak is abundant. 59 mature oaks were counted bordering sections of Church Lane, 

Blossoms Lane and Hall Moss Lane within Area 6.There are also large specimens of ash, poplar, birch and 

sycamore.  

A particularly large oak specimen (6S1) is located in 6H3 on Blossoms Lane opposite Barr Green Cottage – 

referred to in this report as the Barr Green Oak. It has a trunk circumference of 510 cm (nearly 17ft) at chest 

height which, according to a formula provided by the Woodland Trust, means that it is between 200 and 400 

The area was surveyed in 

the autumn when grasses 

and wild flowers had 

largely died back. Some of 

the field margins in this 

area are likely to be rich in 

these species when 

surveyed in the late spring 

and summer. 

 

Stitchwort in base of 6H3 
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years old, depending on how favourable growth conditions were. As well as providing an excellent habitat, 

this tree has historical significance. At the oldest estimate this tree would have germinated in 1616 and at 

the youngest (if conditions are very favourable here) in 1815.  

A more accurate measure of the age of a tree can be obtained by counting the annual rings in a cut stump. In 

order to obtain a measure of growth conditions in this immediate locality, the annual rings and 

circumference were measured for an oak tree which was felled a few years ago nearby in Area 7, occupying 

a very similar position to the Barr Green Oak in a bank in a fence line. The circumference of this felled tree 

was approx. 300 cm and there were approx. 200 annual rings. This indicates that this tree was around 200 

years old when felled and had an average growth rate of 1.5 cm per year.  

If the Barr Green Oak grew at the same average rate, it will be 330 years old and would have germinated in 

1686 when James I was on the throne in Britain. Whatever the precise age there will have been many 

significant historical milestones in its lifetime. 

 

6S1, the Barr Green Oak in autumn             6S1 trunk circumference nearly 17ft 

            

 

Assessment of local growth rate using circumference and annual rings of a felled oak 

           

While the Barr Green Oak may be one of the largest in Woodford, there are many mature trees, 

predominantly oaks, in Area 6, contributing significantly to the character of the landscape. On the basis of 

the measures taken above, many will be at least 200 years old. 
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Satellite image showing some of the mature trees along the lanes 

 

All the trees numbered are oaks except 6S16, 6S26 and 6S38 which are sycamores and 6S56 which is an ash. 

There are many more mature trees in hedgerows bounding the fields, as can be seen in the satellite image 

above and the photographs below. 

6S3 and 6S4, Church Lane                      6S7 to 6S15, Church Lane                            6S17 and 6S18, Church Lane 
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6S57 to 6S61, Blossoms Lane                   6S34 to 6S37, Hallmoss Lane                    6H26, road to Total Fitness 

     

The road to Total Fitness forms part of the northern western boundary of the Neighbourhood Area. This is 

bounded by a species rich hedgerow, 6H26, including some ash, birch and crab apple trees which have been 

allowed to grow tall.  

 

Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) 
The map below is taken from the Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council website and shows TPOs as green 

dots (6S30, oak at the junction of Church Lame and Blossoms Lane) and Tree Preservation Area Orders (6W1) 

as green blocks. 

 

Invasive or undesirable species 
Snow berry (non-native and poisonous) is present in the hedge on Blossoms Lane. 
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History and character 
North West Woodford is characterised by narrow, tree-lined, country lanes and footpaths running through 

open fields. The built environment comprises short ribbons of houses together with isolated dwellings 

scattered sparsely. While farming shapes the countryside, a number of other businesses are to be found 

here too, including Anderton’s Nursery occupying a plot at the north western boundary of our 

Neighbourhood Area, Blossoms Kennels on a site along Blossoms Lane which has been a kennels since the 

1950s, and Church Lane Garage. 

Anderton’s Nursery, Hall Moss Lane                                             Church Lane Garage, Church Lane 

                                  
The names of some of the lanes have changed over time. In a Scrap Book of Woodford 1950 -1953, the WI 

recorded that Church Lane was formerly known as Back Lane (or Jack Lane) and Blossoms Lane was known 

as Coffin Lane. Adjacent fields were designated as Coffin Croft and near Coffin Croft on the 1910 tithe map. 

OS map data from 1871                                                      OS map data from 1907                                                      

       

A number of interesting old buildings, some of which are listed, contribute to the character of the area. 

Thatched cottages include Pear Tree Cottage on Church Lane and The Lodge (listed as Laneside Farmhouse) 

on Blossoms Lane. In the 1990s, Pear Tree Cottage was briefly a guest house but is now a private residence. 

In the 1980s, The Lodge was a riding school but now offers livery stables with equestrian facilities for hire. 

Cheshire Driving Club meets there on alternate Sundays, adding to the special ambience of the locality as the 

ponies and traps trot out along Church Lane and Blossoms Lane. 
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Pear Tree Cottage, Church Lane                                                   The Lodge, Blossoms Lane 

                                
Threeways Farm on Blossoms Lane is a traditional farmhouse with outbuildings on the border of Stockport 

and Cheshire East with parcels of land falling under each authority. It was formerly a mixed farm, including 

pigs. A particularly large boar used to like to look out over the road from his sty with front trotters resting on 

the half door. The farm is now used for grazing and livery stables. 

Blossoms Kennels (Victoria Cottages)                                               Barr Green Farm, Blossoms Lane 

                                                   
 

Barr Green Farm at the junction of Blossoms Lane and Church Lane is one of a few buildings in Woodford 

which bear the Davenport Coat of Arms. It is engraved in stone in the front wall of the house. 

In an article in the souvenir programme for the Golden Jubilee of the Woodford Rose Queen event in 1989, 

Fred Maddocks, who was in his 80s, recalled living in Oak Terrace in Blossoms Lane, which was part of 

Handforth at that time. The nearest water supply was a pump at Wren’s Nest, which was a thatched cottage 

at the end of Blossoms Lane and there were no toilet facilities or electricity.   

 

Bungalows along Church Lane                                                          Pony and trap, Threeways Farm in background               
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Finally, no report of this area can be without mention of the house built for the Manchester United football 

star, George Best, in 1969 on the site of Wren’s Nest. It was originally a flat-roofed, white tiled building, 

likened by critics to a giant public convenience, which was regularly besieged by fans. The house now has a 

more conventional roof and exterior appearance but, although George Best hasn’t lived there for more than 

40 years, many taxi drivers still know exactly where you mean if you say you live near to George Best’s old 

house. 

Oak Terrace, Blossoms Lane                                                               George Best’s former house 

                                          


